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ABSTRACT

BACKGROUND

Inter-facility transport of critically ill children in the Western
Cape, in South Africa, poses significant risks, often contributing
to preventable morbidity [1]. While specialised teams exist, many
transfers are undertaken by non-specialist personnel. South African
literature confirms this gap, noting that paediatric critical care retrieval
is often absent as a formal, stand-alone course in tertiary curricula
and that transfers are handled by personnel with variable baseline
training [2]. This lack of standardised, continuous professional
development creates a gap between theoretical knowledge and
clinical application.

METHODS
We developed the Paediatric Transport Reflective Improvement
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and Simulation-based Education (PaeTRISE) framework, informed by PANORAMAOEM.CLOUD
literature on simulation, reflective practice, and transport medicine.
PaeTRISE is founded on two pillars: Reflective Improvement
(structured debriefing to critically analyse clinical experiences) and Simulation-based Education (safe practice
of high-acuity, low-occurrence events [3]. The framework integrates these pillars into a continuous cycle of
learning, reflection, and adaptation, tailored to the geo-historical and socio-cultural realities of the Western Cape

healthcare system.

REesuLTs

PaeTRISE has the potential to cultivate emergent excellence. By coupling simulation with reflective practice,
it transcends procedural training to enhance adaptive decision-making, teamwork, and resilience. From a critical
realist perspective, PaeTRISE functions as a causal mechanism to activate practitioners’ latent capacity. Crucially,
it directly addresses the documented absence of a formalised, standardised learning structure for this high-risk
activity, proposing a scalable, contextually relevant model for continuous professional development. The explicit
integration of reflection and simulation represents a novel contribution to standardising paediatric transport
education in South Africa.
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